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PROBATION 
The cheap dropped ceiling 
jumped like a pot-lid boiling 
when our upstairs neighbor 
chased his girl that winter. 
Falling out of 
summer's skimpy tops 
she'd want our phone. Her plush lips 
creased. Not exactly blonde, 
but luteous, we thought. 
pleased the right word 
was there for that shade 
of slightly slutty mermaid. 
Wincing, we'd hear him punch 
along the floor on crutch-
es, a giant 
bat trying to mince 
a mayfly. Sex and violence 
you called them; Blondie with 
Dagwood on crystal meth, 
I'd tell our friends 
over dinners stewed 
in noise. Even his truck cowed. 
Black. smoked glass, outsized wheels 
flaunted like chrome knuckles 
we shrank from, ducked, 
aJ 
s; 
a f r a i d  w e ' d  f i n d  h e r  
l a t e r ,  k n o c k i n g  a t  o u r  d o o r .  
S o m e  n i g h t s  w e  w a i t e d  t h r o u g h  
l i k e  c a p t u r e d  p r e y .  T o  y o u  
I ' d  t u r n  i n  b e d ,  
s a y i n g  t h e  f u r t i v e  
w o r d s  a g a i n s t  y o u r  b a c k ,  I  l o v e  
. . .  Y o u ' d  s t r o k e  m y  h a i r ,  o r  h i p ,  
a l l  o u r  y e a r s  t h e  s a m e  f l i p  
c r a c k ,  I  d o ,  t o o .  
A v e r i l l  C u r d y  
c . A v e r i l l  C u r d y  i s  V i s i t i n g  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  i n  W r i t i n g  a t  
G r a n d  V a l l e y  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  H e r  p o e m s  a n d  c r i t i c i s m  
h a v e  a p p e a r e d  i n  m a n y  j o u r n a l s ,  m o s t  r e c e n t l y  P o e t r y .  
S h e  i s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  L o n g m a n  A n t h o l o g y  
o f  P o e t r y .  
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